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Team to study state’s
drug enforcement,

treatment,

ASSOCIATED PRESS

FRANKFORT — Lt. Gov.
Steve Pence, who also is jus-
tice secretary, yesterday an-
nounced a 50-person team to
spend 20 weeks assessing
Kentucky’s substance abuse
issues.

It is to be part of Gow.
Ernie Fletcher’s Statewide
Drug Control Policy Summit,
Pence said in a statement.

The team includes state,
local, federal and civic offi-
cials. It is to evaluate the
state’s efforts in three areas:
drug prevention and educa-
tion; treatment; and law en-
forcement, the statement
said. :

Attorney General Greg
Stumpo is co-chairman of the

education

law enforcement panel, along
with Cleve Gambill, deputy
secretary of the Justice and
Public Safety Cabinet, the
statement said.

The team is to make rec-
ommendations to Fletcher for
a statewide drug-control poli-
cy, one goal of which would
be to eliminate duplication
and gaps in services.

Pence said 16 public fo-
rums are planned across the
state. The $160,000 budget
for the project is being paid
with drug forfeiture money
and a $10,000 federal grant,
Pence said.

For times and locations of
the public meetings, go to
http://www.kydrugsummit.ky.
gov/meeting_locations.asp.
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Suggestions offered

at drug abuse summit)

By Justin Willis
Messenger-inquirec

_As an employee of the state Department of
Public Advocacy’s Owensboro office, Cindy
Lyons is well aware of the troubling relation-
-ship between substance abuse and crime.

But most of her words, directed to a panel of
13 experts as part of a regional substance

To Help

. encouraged to answer

People who missed -
the forum but still
want to participate are

a questionnaire about

abuse forum, stemmed from her experiences

as the mother of a teenage girl. substance abuse in
When Lyons’ daughter was caught smoking | the community.

a cigarette on school grounds, the official pun- | The forms can be .
ishment was a brief suspension, she said. | accessed at the Messenger-Inquirer
Lyons punished her daughter, too, but believed | summit's Web sits
an educationsl opportunity was missed for both | at www. Owensboro(’

0
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Lyons said she wished a
tobacco education class was
available for children and par-
ents.

“I think looking back now
that would have been a good
idea to have her take a
class before going back
to school,” Lyons said.

Lyons was one of
about 140 people who
gathered Tuesday at
the Executive Inn
Rivermont to partici-
pate in Gov. Ernie
Fletcher's Drug Con-
trol Policy Assessment
Summit. The meeting
was the 10th of 16 such
forums throughout the
state to explore issues of sub-
stance abuse in addition to alco-
hol and tobacco concerns.

More than 35 experts were

on three panels that people
could address. The three panels
were on enforcement, on treat-
ment and on preven-

ay
Wethington

has been seriously hampered
because of a backlog of laborato-
ry tests at state labs that test
drugs and DNA. The problem
has plagued prosecutors
throughout the state, he said.

The backlog delays results so
long that a defendant facing
drug charges may be
released awaiting trial,
he said. The defendant
is often arrested on
new charges while
awaiting trial, he said.

“The biggest culprit
is because our labora-
tory results are late,”
Wethington said. “We
are not getting them
soon enough.”

The lab problems
have prompted some
prosecutors to outsource their
tests of suspected drugs to other
states. One office in Kentucky
recently paid $2,000 in state
funds to have a lab technician
come to Kentucky and testify
that a suspected 520 rock of

crack cocaine was

the panel Tuesday to speak to its
members as a Daviess County
resident. :

More than 300 methampheta-
mine labs have been found in

Daviess County since 1998,

Acquisto said. One of every
three people charged with meth-
related crimes possess a gun, he
said. The county continues to

‘battle a crack and marijuana

problem, he said.

Drug arrests in schools usu-
ally involve marijuana or pre-
scription pills, he said. The area
needs a drug treatment facility
for children, he said, because
the nearest facility is in Bowling
Green. :

“You think that’s a stumbling
block to a young 15year-old girl to
have to be out of town the whole
time? Of course itis,” he said.

Lyons, who addressed the
prevention and education panel,
said that at least 85 percent of
the clients at the Department of
Public Advocacy have substance

abuse problems. The charges ing

are either directly drug related
or include theft or forgery
charges connected with drugs,

Many clients have emotional
and mental problems and are

i i 1 cocaine,
O abar inq Feedback and  Winingon said.
suggestions were suggeslions ” }t\nl effo:}'t by she said.
recorded and will be yyare recorded etcher's adminis-
used to create a tration to ease the
statewide drug con- and will be lab congestion since
trol policy. used to create January has helped,
Daviess County but many of the
Commonwealth’s @ statewide backlogged results
Mo L WIBAMRE O
e ington 3
addressed a 14-mem- pﬂ“ﬁ,- Wethington’s office,
ber enforcement he said.

panel, which included Daviess
County Sheriff Keith Cain and
sherif(’s Detective Sgt. Jim
Acquisto. ,

Wethingion said his office

Acquisto has attended each of
the nine previous forums
throughout the state as a mem-
ber of the panel of enforcement
experts. He slepped away from

ug contrg)l policy will be created

selfmedicating themselves with
illegal drugs, she said.

James Robinson, director of
communication and social servic-
es for Ohio County Public |
Schools, said getting parents
involved is a constant uphill battle. -

Panel member Sandra Watts-
said people at forums across the
state have echoed similar con- |
cerns about the difficulty of get-
ting parents’ attention.

During a break, Watts, the
branch manager for education at
the Alcoholic Beverage Control,
praised Owensboro’s efforts to
train alcohol servers. :

A city ordinance passed in
February requires owners, man- -
agers, servers and sellers of |
alcohol to receive training. The
training includes such things as |
recognizing the signs of intoxi- |
cation, relevant laws related to
alcohol sales, alcohol’s effect on *
customers and strategies to
intervene and prevent underage |
and drunken people from drink- -

T

“Owensboro rig'ht now is a;
role model for the state with |
this,” Walts said. ;

Justin Willis, 691-7302,
jwillis@messenger-inguirer.com
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Pence forms panel to
host forums on treatment,
enforcement, prevention
By HAYLI FELLWOCK

e Daily News

hfellwock @bgdaitynews.com/783-3240

In Kentucky, there ‘'were 300
meth labs seized in 2002 — up
from 147 the year before — and
more than 378,000 marijuana
plants were eradicated in 2002,
according to the Office of Nation-

being effective.”

Local citizens may express
their concerns on the matter to
three papels at the Drug-Control

Policy Assessment Summit on

Thursday st the Sloan Conveantion
Center from 9 am. to 2 p.m.

The three panels — dealing with
the issues of drug treatment,
enforcement and prevention edu-
cation — consist of state, local and
federal representatives appointed
by Lt. Gov. Stephen Pence,

Bowling Green Daily News
March 31, 2004

State seeks to curb rise in drug abus se

Hascal, acting director of the
Division of Substance Abuse,
Department of Mental Health and
Mental Retardation. :
There are 17 members on the
prevention-education . pa.uel,
chaired by Tim Eaton, supednten-
dent of Pulaski County Schools.
The 20-week initiative to visit

16 cities throughout Kentucky isa .

precursor fo the establishment of
ths state’s first statewide dmg-
contol policy. According to the

cials in every area of drug abuse.

“We have assembkd a w.t
group of'pé-apl_e for this assvss
ment,” Pence said in a wiil
staterent, 'Tt;ey are each kinwl-

edgeable in: their fietd and"are §

going to wmk to provide us with
the mfmma{wn we need © do
somelhmg about, the drug prob-
lem in ourcon'nnonwe'dth =

- The assessmient is the first in
Kcnmcky to Iznng together ofil

and to examine the state's drug

al Drug Control Policy. There are 23 members on the Office of the Lieutenant Gover- abuse problem from the three
“The substanice abuse problem enforcement panel, which is co- nor, ‘recommendations to Fletcher angles.
in our commonwealth affects all chaired by Kentucky Attorney by the appointed pariel members, ~ In ad(htwn 10 lllegal drugs, the
of us, and it isn't going away,” General Greg Stumbo and Cleve based on what' they hear from Summit team will also discuss the
Gov. Eruie Fletcher said in a writ- ‘Gambill, deputy secretary of the Kentuckians during the summits, use of inappropriate ptescnptmns
ten statement. “Being tough on Justice and Public Safety Cabinet. wiil play a key role in the estab- alcohol and tobacco in Kentucky.
these drug crimes isn’t enough.  There are 16 members on the lishment of the new drug-contml Total cost of the project is
We must move beyond that to -treatment panel, chaired by Karyn pohcy R Seem ik
PAGE 6A - WEDNESDAY, MARCH 31, 2004
WS Bne ABUSE, from 1A— .
o g)so ,000, Hfl;gded by, D;uhe the problems bemgd fé‘ced mcﬂ}err
palach.la Intensity g communities,” said Cmdr.
B‘ NET N Area, and money Wayne Mayfield of Ken'tuc
Km“‘mmy“” mfﬂ‘ fi Esiommes o
t of Vehicle em, it is extremely
subsm ah"se ' Enforcement. rmpcd[dna%:l?to know what the spe-
The first of 16 pubhc “The regional summiits provide cific problem is and where it's at
meetings concerning the an opportunity for the public to before developing strategies to
levels. of substance abuse | make their concerns known about overcomie it.” :
in Kentucky communities |
will be at the Northern ll
Kentucky gonventwn
Center in Covingtonon |
Wednesday. The meeting
for citizens concerned
about drugs in their com-
munities will be from 1-5 |
p.m. at the convention
center. Residents of
Boone, Campbell, Kenton,
Gallatin, Grant, Pendleton,
Carroll and Owen coun-

ties are invited. The ses-
sion is part of Gov. Ernie

Fletcher’s Drug Control
Policy Summit Initiative.
The governor’s initiative
calls for a 20-week comr
prehensive evaluation of
substance abuse in the

state,

The Kentucky Enquirer
Fort Mitchell [
February 12, 0224
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Regional forum
seeks input on
drug problems

Citizens in Laurel and sur-
rounding counties will have
an opportunity to provide
information and voice their
concerns about substance
abuse in their communities
at a public forum input

meeting slated for Wednes-

day, March 17, in Somerset.

The forum is the seventh
of 16 input meetings being
held around the state in
association with Gov. Ernie
Fletcher’s Drug Control Pol-
icy Assessment Summit,

Resi-

Laurel,

B Regional éld air,
inton,

dTUQ forum Cumber-
willbe held |, nd,
from 9 a.m. Jackson,
: McCreary,
to 2 p.m. at Pulaskl
. The Center Rockcas.
for Rural tle, Rus-
N $ell,
Deveifap Wayie
ment in and Whit-
Somerset on ley coun-
March 17. ties are
invited to

attend

the public input forum,
which will be held from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. at The Center
for Rural Development on
U.S. 27.

Citizens who require spe-

cial accommodations at the
meeting may call (859) 622-
1328.

At the meeting, experts in
drug prevention-education,
treatment and enforcement
will hear from citizens, offi-
cials and representatives of
prevention-education, treat-
ment and enforcement pro-
grams from the 1l-county
Aarea.

Public input is a compo-
nent of Gov. Fletcher's Drug
Control Policy Summit Ini-
tiative, which calls for state,
local and federal officials
who specialize in drug pre-
vention-education, treat-
ment and enforcement to
conduct a 20-week, compre-
hensive evaluation of sub-
stance abuse in Kentucky.

Assessment team mem-
bers are assigned to panels
depending on their special-
ty. Each panel has assigned
delegates, or panel subcom-
mittee members, to con-
duct the regional public
input meetings across the
commonwealth.

At the forums, attendees
who want to address a sub-
committee panel sign in to
speak to the panel of their
choice. Speakers may
appear before more than
one panel,

Information provided at
the meetings will be record-
ed. The panel subcommit-
tees will review the com-
ments and materials from
the meetings and report
their findings to the assess-
ment team.

Those who attend the
torum will be encouraged to
visit the Kentucky Drug
Summit Web site, where
they may complete a ques-
tionnaire about drug issues
in their communities. Hard
copies of the questionnaire
will be available at the
forum.

The Sentinel Echo
London(]
March 12, 2004

This assessment is the
first in the state to bring
together officials in every
area of substance abuse —
prevention-education, treat-
ment and law enforcement -
- to examine Kentucky’s
drug issues from each of
those perspectives.

Along with illegal drugs,
the Summit team is assess-
ing inappropriate prescrip-
tions as well as alcohol and
tobacco use in the com-
monwealth.

At the conclusion of the
assessment, the group will
offer recommendations to
the governor on establish-
ing Kentucky's first
statewide drug-control poli-
cy. It will be designed to
.produce greater, measur-

able results in reducing ille- |

St i e

gal drug trafficking and |

abuse, eliminate duplica-
tion and gaps in services
and ensure that the state
makes the best use of its
monetary resources.

For more information |

about the drug-control inj-
tiative, visit the Kentucky
Drug Summit Web site at
www.kydrugsummit.ky.gov.
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Regional
drugissues
summit here
next week

BY KAREN BIGHAM
INEW ERA STAFF WRITER

HOPKINSVILLE '— A
statewide effort to examine Ken-
tucky’s drug issues will offer
area residents an opportunity to
voice their concerns at a public
forum here.

The public meeting will be
from 9 am. to 2 pm. March 24 at
the Hopkinsville-Christian
County Conference and Conven-,
tion Center and brings together
officials in substance abuse pre-
vention and education, treat-
ment, and law enforcement, as
part of a statewide initiative that
could lead to Kentucky's first
statewide drug-control policy.

Residents of Christian, Trigg,
Todd, Hopkins and Muhlenberg
counties are invited to attend the
meeting, where state and federal
substance abuse experts will
hear from local citizens, officials

and representatwes of various

SEE SUMMIT, PAGE A4

Kentucky New Era

Hopkinsville[

March 16, 2004

SUMMIT: Regional drug issues
to be discussed here next week

FROM PAGE 1

agencies. Throughout the
state, officials are conducting
a 20-week, comprehensive
evaluation of substance
abuse as part of Gov. Ernie
Fletcher’s Drug Control Poli-
cy Assessment Summit.

The summit is meant to as-
sess the substance abuse pic-
ture in Kentucky, as well as
identify existing drug abuse
prevention efforts, duplica-
tions and gaps.

Fletcher said developing a
statewide drug abuse policy
is important for Kentucky,
which continues to be one of
the largest providers of mar-
ijuana in the nation.

“The substance abuse

problem in our common-
wealth affects all of us and
isn’t going away,” Fletcher
said in a statement.

“It is costing our commu-
nities and young people
their health and happiness
and our taxpayers the mon-
ey it takes to fight the prob-
lem.”

In addition to illegal druga,
the sum.mi.t team will assess
inappropriate prescriptions,
alcohol and tobacco use.

Public input is an impor-
tant component of the gover-
nor’s drug control initiative,
said Ryan Watts, of the lieu-
tenant governor’s communi-
cations office.

Meetings will be recorded
and reviewed and findings

reported to an assessment
team. At the conclusion of
the assessment, panel mem-
bers will offer recommenda-
tions to the governor on es-
tablishing Kentucky’s first
statewide drug-control poli- .
cy, according to a release

from the lieutenant gover-

nor’s office.
Those residents unable to
attend, but who would like to

complete a questionnaire,

can call (859) 622-1328.

For more information
about the drug-control initia-
tive, visit the Kentucky Drug
Summit Web site at wwwky-
drugsummit ky.gov

KAREN BIGHAM can be reached at 387-3262 or
kbigham@kentuckynewera.com.
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Practical suggestions flow at drug summit

By BETTY COUTANT
News Editor

(hee thing that is not needed in
dar wor on drugs 45 morz laws,
reuphe attending the du,

ab Maysville (.cmmumly College
Wednesdiy agreed.

What is needed most, the major
ity said, is no-kidding community
involvement.

Better eaforvement based on a
common sense approach, com-
hined wills stiff penalties that are
applied cousistently would also
help, wost said.

He has been preaching it for
some time now, and Maysville
Chief of Police Van Ingram's
niessage is apparently taking hold

— it takes a village.

Police, Ingram said, need “eyes
and ears”™ of the community in
order to do their jobs well. He
made a point of asking people
who ook the microphone for spe-
cific ideas on how to better get the
comniunity involved in eliminat-
ing crime.

Rowan County Deputy Judge-
Executive Tim Gibbs said involy-
ing large communily organizi-
tions is a big belp in his commu-
nity.

When a local chain convenience
store began selling postal scales at
its counter, activists went to the
Chumber of Commerce which
has an active base of members,
and asked them to take action.
Chamber members went to the
store and asked why it chose to
sell the scales that are obviously
used to measure drugs.

If that's not enough, send more
people, Gibbs said.

“You let that church delegation
go in and say ‘Why are you sell-
ing this?" and see what happms
Gibbs said.

Once confronted, the store will
generally remove offending items

SUMMIT

From Page Al

Another problem created by
attempts to enforce drug laws is
the agency that employs the
offender often comes under fire
and becomes liable, a situation
that makes most hesitant to deal
with problems, Penrose said.

“How would you suggm we
deal with that issue,” drag sum-
mit member Jim Acquisto asked.

Penrose es!abhshmg
a policy that holds agencies
harmless when investigations,
especially those initiated by the
agency, reveal a problem.

“We don’t know the bad guy
anymore,” Penrose said. ¢

Several people from the com-
munity said poverty must be
addressed before drug dealing

will end. Thoogh more difficult,’

the glamour of criminal life to
young people today maost also be
a.kruwwlndgcdnspnnofmepmb-
lem.

“Is jail a deterrent anyma?".
asked.

Ingram

“No. It's a badge of honor,”
Maysville resident Rodney Baber
answered.

Finding a way to make courts
order, then enforce hefty sen-

such as favored wolling papers
with sexually suggestive pictures,
Gibbs said.

“Tt%s ool a big pai ol teeir bust
ness. What we ueed to do is edu
cate them aboul what these things
wre wsed for,” Gibbs said.

Though everyone was  [or
enforcerpent of cnerent laws, the
effect of cetain policivs often
imake matters worse, some said.

During investigation of a doctor
suspected of illegally prescribing
pain relievers, other doctors who
were legilimately attempting to
treat patients with chronic pain
becane a part of the investiga-
tion, Lewis County Primary Care
CEO David Bolt said.

Protocols that protect legitimate
doctors and agencies need to be
developed, Bolt and Comprehend
Executive  Director  Donna
Penrose agreed.

Comprehend deals with patients
who have drug abuse problems.
Penrose spent the last couple of
years herself dealing with chronic
pqi.u as a resull of three cye oper-
ations.

“T was literally asked *Could
you pleasc get your pain metdica-
tion in Cincinnati because it's
such a large market it won't show
up on a screen somewhere,””

Doctors are afraid of prescribing
controlled substances for pain
management for fear of an inves-
tigation, she said.

While in her doctor’s office one
time, he received a call from
Hospice saying a woman who
was dying of cancer was out of
morphine. Confident that he had
prescribed enough, the doctor was
placed in an untenable situation.

“Do [ give her more morphine
when [ know' somebody is steal-
ing it?” the doctor asked Penrose.

See SUMMIT on Page A2 |

tences for drug-related offenses is
also nzcessary, some said.

Drug dealers are given five-year
sentences then serve oaly two
months, sending the wrong mes-
sage, [saac Jones said.

“They're not holding the people

five years. If you give me five

years, let it be five years,” Jones
said.
Menifee County Sheriff Rodney
Coffee said sentencing is often
demoralizing for his deputies and
suggested the legislature take sec-
ond offense sentencing out of the
hands of judges.

In a small community virtually
the only way to find illegal drug

" activity is through investigation

and surveillance which all take a

lot of time, Coffee said.’

“Then these folks get a fine or

probation. What does that tell the
that sat there and froze his

deputy
tail off?” Coffee said. “They get

out before we get out paperwork
done.”

Senhencmg for drug-related
offenses should be similar to sec-
ond offense DUI which comes
with a mandatory punishment.

“We need something like the
second offense DUI where judges
can’t divert the sentence. Our
judges are elected officials,
they’re looking at votes like

Maysville Police Chief i
Van Ingram listens as [
Gen. Norman Arflack
with the Kentucky Na-
tional Guard responds
to statements from a
Maysville resident dur-
ing the drug summit &
Wednesday aftémoon [
at Maysville Commu- [
nity College. Maysville
resident Isaac Jones §S
talks  about  taking
back “our streets, our
cities and our coun-
ties, our state” during
Wednesday after-
noon's drug summit at
Maysville Community
College.

everybody else.” ﬂ

The bottom line seatinhent Was
it’s time for something td'be done ©
about a problem lha.loo::'ﬁmx.s to

Brow.

“We want our streets, our cities
mﬂwmunm,ourmbmk
and we're gomgtodo iWhat we
can to get them back .. We want
them back, gentlemen; we can get
l.hcmhu:k"]’msaul

Contact - Betty Coutant at
betty.coutant@lee net
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CITY | R

New drug abuse team
seeks input of citizens

——

16 MEETINGS ARE SET
ACROSS KENTUCKY

By Jack Brammer
HERALD-LEADER FRANKFORT BUREAU
FRANKFORT — Gov. Ernie

Fletcher’s new team to fight
drug abuse in Kentucky is hit-
ting the road, scheduling 16
meetings across the state to
~ seek information from citizens
about drug problems in their
communities.

The goal of the so-called
Drug Control Policy Summit
Initiative team is to present to
Fletcher by the end of June rec-
ommendations to establish Ken-
tucky’s first statewide drug-con-
trol policy, Lt. Gov. Steve Pence
said yesterday after the 51-
member group held its first
meeting.

Delegates from the team
have been assigned to conduct

the regional meetings. Citizen
comments at the meetings will
be recorded and reported to the

. full team.

Pence said the assessment is
the first in Kentucky to bring
together state, local and federal
officials in every area of sub-
stance abuse — prevention and
education, treatment and law
enforcement — to examine the
state’s substance abuse prob-
lem.

They will concentrate on il-
legal drugs, inappropriate pre-
scriptions for medications, and
alcohol and tobacco use by
youth, he said.

Asked how this effort will be
different from others in the
past, Pence said, “What we are
doing is not surrendering. We
are seeing if we can do things
better, more effectively and
more efficiently.

“Doing nothing is not an op-
tion.”
Attorney General Greg

Stumbo, a co-chair of the team,
compared its effort to the ap-
proach Kentucky took in bring-
ing about widespread school re-
form in 1990. :

“We studied education re-
form every year up until then.
At the end of that was truly re-
markable. I think this endeavor
has a similar opportunity. It’s a
very practical way of solving the
problem from a broad perspec-

_tive so everyone can understand

what resources we have.”

Funding for the team is
$160,000, with no dollars com-
ing from the state General
Fund. y

The Kentucky State Police
and the state Department of Ve-
hicle Enforcement each con-
tributed $75,000 in money
seized from drug traffickers and
forfeited by courts, and U.S. At-
torney Greg Van Tatenhove,
provided $10,000 from the Ap-
palachian High-Intensity Drug
Trafficking Area.

U
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Ingram named
to statewide
drug-control
summit team

By MARILA TONCRAY
Staff Writer

FRANKFORT — Maysville Police Chief Van
Ingram has been named to Governor Emnie Fletcher’s
statewide Drug Control Assessment Summit Team.

On Thursday, Lt. Gov. Stephen B. Pence announced
the 51-member team of state, local and federal offi-
cials who will spend 20 |
weeks assessing Kentucky's
substance abuse issues.

“We’ve assembled a stel- [}
lar group of people for this
assessment,” Pence said.
“They are each knowledge-
able in their field and are
going to work to provide us
with the information we
need to do something about
the drug problems in our
commonwealth.”

According to the Ken-
tucky Drug Summit Web
site, the overall purpose of
this initiative is to provide a
collaborative, systemic and balanced assessment of
the current issues on which to base recommendations
to the Governor for the purpose of developing a com-
prehensive statewide drug control policy — one that
best marshals and utilizes all resources and programs
to address and effectively measure the outcome of the
efforts. .

Ingram, as president of the Kentucky Association of
Chiefs of Police, will serve on two panels — the
enforcement panel, and prevention and education
panel.

“My understanding (of the initiative) is to really
look at the resources currently in place and examine
what the problems are and what resources are avail-
able to fight the problem,” said Ingram. “I am excit-
ed and honored to get to serve in this capacity and on
the committee.”

Summit members will conduct this first-ever col-
laborative evaluation of the state’s substance abuse
problem with the purpose of examining areas of drug
prevention education, treatment and law enforcement
to ensure the state makes the best use of its resources.

Its objective will be to offer recommendations to the
governor on establishing the state’s first statewide
drug-control policy. The policy will be designed to
produce greater, measurable results in reducing ille-

See INGRAM on Page A2

Ingram

The Ledger Independent
Maysviller’
February 7, 2004

From Page Al

gal drug trafficking and abuse.

Ingram agrees all parties need
to work together to combat sub-
stance abuse from all sides.
Ingram said the team will look at
what resources and programs
already exist in an effort to elim-
inate areas of duplication and
gaps in services.

The team’s first meeting will
be held Thursday, February 12,
in Frankfort.

During the 20-week assess-
ment, 16 public meetings will be
held in communities throughout
the state to get input from citi-
zens and local officials about
drug abuse in their areas. Team
members are seeking informa-
tion on illegal drug activity,
abuse of prescription medica-
tions and youth alcohol and
tobacco use.

There will be a meeting in
Maysville on Feb. 25 from | p.m.

to 5 p.m. at Fields Auditorium at
Maysville Community College.

“I think every community suf-
fers from some type of drug
problem. I'm impressed the
administration is taking a
statewide view of it and going
across the board from communi-
ty to community,” Ingram said.

According to Pence’s office,
total funding for the assessment
is $160,000, none of which is
from the general fund. The
Kentucky State Police and
Kentucky Department of Vehicle
Enforcement each contributed
$75,000 in asset forfeiture funds,
which is money seized from drug
traffickers and forfeited by
courts. The Appalachia High-
Intensity Drug Trafficking Area
will also provide $10,000 in
funds.

For more information about the
drug-control initiative, visit the
Kentucky Drug Summit Web site
at http://kydrugsummit.ky.gov.

Contact Marla Toncray at
marla.toncray@lee.net.
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The LaRue County Herals

Governor’s drug summit hears
concerns from & counties

LANDMARK NEWS SERVICE

A meeting of three panels
Tuesday in Bardstown gave
residents of eight counties,
including LaRue, the chance
to voice concerns of illegal
drug usage in the state.

The 13th of 16 input
meetings, the gathering was
part of Gov. Ernie Fletcher’s
Drug Control Policy Assess-
ment Summit.

During the four hours of
group discussion, citizens in
attendance were able to
visit enforcement, treat-
ment, or prevention/educa-
tion meetings.

About 120 people from the
eight represented counties
showed up for the event,
Public Information Officer
for the Department of Crim-
inal Justice Training, Jamie
Neal, said.

Bardstown was picked for
the meeting because it is lo-
gistically accessible to each
of the represented counties,
she said.

The goal is for each panel
to ask questions of and an-
swer questions from individ-
ual community members.

One voiced concern came
from Julian Taylor, a state
probation and parole officer
for the 10th Judicial Dis-
trict.

“The parole system is let-
ting everyone out,” he said.
“We badly, badly need re-
sources.”

There are two parole offi-
cers in Nelson County, Tay-
lor said. Each officer is su-
pervising 100-125 clients, he

said.

“Many are drug cases,” he
said,

The parolees are drug
tested regularly, he said,

About 90 percent of the
people in jail for drugs did-
n’t have a father in the
household, he said. Many of
the young people using
drugs and alcohol get them
from their parents, he
added.

“One guy told me he got it
(marijuana) from his father
when he went to sleep,”
Taylor said.

Some questions went
unanswered in the room.

When the panel
spokesperson, Cleve Gam-
bill, the Deputy Secretary of
the Justice and Public Safe-
ty Cabinet, and co-chair of
the enforcement panel,
asked what audience mem-
bers would do if they were
able to be the “Drug Czar”
for a week. Not a voice or
hand was raised.

Other questions evoked
heated responses.

When Gambill asked
what drugs had done to Nel-
son County, Nelson Fiscal
Court Magistrate Bernard
Ice promptly answered.

“It’s cost us a fortune in
jail (expenses),” he said. “It
appears to us it’s money
you're just throwing away.”

“Money down a rat-hole,”
Gambill echoes.

Magistrate Tim Hutchins,
who was also in attendance,
said he would like to see
more mandatory community
service for non-violent

crimes such as drug offens-
es.
A lively bantering of
words took off with the next
question: “What is one law
in law enforcement you
would like to see?’

“Chain gangs,” Hutchins
said.

One audience member
spoke up calling for a
mandatory drug testing to
get a license,

Kim Shumate, a District
Judge in Hardin County,
said it wouldn’t be a great
idea.

“I think the worst thing
you could do is take away a
student’s car keys,” she said.

Besides, she said, people
will drive regardless of
whether they have a license
or not.

“It wouldn’t be a deter-
rent,” she said. “I don’t
think you're relating cause
and effect to the extent it
will give you the result you
intend.”

After the summits come
to a close, the statement
from participants and ques-
tionnaires filled out during
the summits will be com-
piled and sent to subcom-
mittees.

When all the information
is crunched and mulled
over, a final report and rec-
ommendation will be sent to
Fletcher’s office — from
which the state’s drug con-
trol policy will be born.

To fill out a questionnaire,
interested Kentuckians can
visit
www.kydrugsummit.ky.gov.
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Forum addresses,

state drug problem

By MRE JAMES
The Independent

ASHLAND Kentucky has a se-
rious drug problem that can't
be solved solely by putting of-
fenders in jail, Lt. Gov. Stephen
B. Pence said Thursday in Ash-
land.

Speaking at a forum to gath-
er public opinion for a state-
wide drug-control policy,
Pence said prevention and
treatment are as important as
enforcing drug laws.,

“We will not incarcerate our
way out of this problem,” said
Pence, a former US, attorney
for western Kentucky.

Pence was in Ashland witha
panel of state officials for one
uf 16 regional forums to get
publie input on drug abuse in
Kentucky.

The forums are part of Gov.
Ernie Fletcher's state drug
control policy assessment
summit initiative, designed to

enforcement, prevention and
treatment perspectives.

To do it, a team of state, lo-
cal and federal officials work-
ing in those areas are conduct-
ing a 20-week evaluation of
Kentucky’s drug problem. The
Ashland forum was the third
in the series.

Ultimately, the state will use
the information it gathers to
develop a first-ever statewide
drug-control policy.

The initiative will assist the
state and federal governments
in allocating resources, said

Gregory Van Tatenhove, US. *

Attorney for the Eastern Dis-
trict of Kentucky.

Efficient use of limited re-
sourees is a perennial problem,
said Van Tatenhove, whose of-
fice prosecutes numerous drug
crimes in a 60-county territory.

“The bottom live is, there

will never be as much as we -

want, so we have to use what
we have efficiently,” he sai_d.

JOHN FI.AVELL .F THE INGEPENDENT
Plﬂcr-unullrmhmm'lllnhr atthe |

examine illicit drug use from Saenuﬂ.-’PageU?. . ﬁlly

solutions, said Karyn Hascal, what they're proposing” he
Digu acting director of the Division said.’

of Substance Abuse. - - The forum wasn't the only

From 04
Alsp, the initiative will keep
him and others in law enforce-
ment aware of the efforts of
these in treatment and preven-
tion, he said.
“Too often in law enforce-
ment, we tend to do our work
nd don't see the others,” he
said.
The strength of the initia-
tive is its emphasis on finding

“We've been talking about
the problem for a long time.
This is the first time in my 27
years in the field that the ad-
ministration ‘and the state
have been behind an integrat-
ed solution,” Hascal said.

It's too early to tell whether
the initiative will help, said
Boyd County Sheriff Terry
Keelin, one of several north-
east Kentucky lawmen in at-
tendance. “I'm here to hear

chance for public comment,
There is an cnline guestion-
naire and more information at
the drug summit’s Web sits,
wwwkydrugsummit ky.gov.

Also, the state can send a

questionnaire by mail; call

(859) 622-1328.

MIKE JAMES can bereachc'n'
ww:::nes@da ihyindepen-
dent.com or at (906)&2&%52
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Drugs to be topic
of local meeting

by SHELDON COMPTON
StaFF WRITER

Gov. Ernie Fletcher’s Drug
Control Policy Assessment
teams will visit Prestonsburg
and Pikeville next week to
hold public input forums cen-
tered on substance abuse
throughout the two communi-

Drugs

ties, according to Jamie Neal, .
spokesman for Lt. Gov. Steve
Pence.

Neal said the forums,
which will be held on March 8
and 9 in Pikeville and
Prestonsburg, respectively,
will allow residents the oppor-

(See DRUGS, page eight)

tunity to provide information
and voice concerns about drug-
related issues.

The forums will be the fourth
and fifth of a total of 16 input
meetings being held around the
state in  association with
Fletcher’s Drug ‘Control Policy
Assessment Summit. Pence is
heading the summit initiative.

During the March 8 meeting in
Pikeville, the team has invited
residents from Pike, Martin and
Letcher Counties. The forum on
that date will be held from 1 p.m.
until 5 p.m. and will be located at
the Landmark Inn.

The Prestonsburg meeting the
following day will be run from 9
a.m. until 2 p.m. at Jenny Wiley
State Resort Park, with invitations
to residents of Floyd, Johnson,

Magoffin and Morgan Counties.

The meetings function to ful-
fill a public input component of
Fletcher’s summit initiative,
which calls for state, local and
federal officials who specialize in
drug prevention education, treat-
ment and enforcement to conduct
a 20-week evaluation of sub-
stance abuse throughout the state,
according to Neal.

Assessment team members are
to be assigned to panels — treat-
ment, prevention, education and
enforcement — depending on
their specialty. Each panel has
assigned delegates to conduct the
regional public meetings.

Those attending the meetings
will have the chance to sign up to
speak to a delegate from one or all
of the chosen subcommittees.

W Continued from 1

- The assessment effort is the
first in the state to bring together
officials from each area of sub-
stance abuse to examine the
statewide picture from each of the
various angles, Neal said.

The end result of the effort will
be to offer recommendations to
Gov. Fletcher in establishing
Kentucky’s first statewide drug-
control policy, something his
office says will be designed to
“produce greater, measurable
results in reducing illegal drug
trafficking and abuse, eliminate
duplication and gaps in service
and ensure that the state makes
the best use of its monetary
resources.” '

Anyone seeking further infor-
mation about the upcoming meet-
ings should call (859) 622-1328.



jneal
Floyd County Times
Prestonsburg
March 7, 2004


"Pes [edsey ‘005°Z$ St W
-Jea1) SnJIp Jo 1500 IFeIAAE )
IMym ‘Teak B IO JUOIWOS e
~1301e0U1 0} (07 LT$ 53500 3]

'sweigoad jusunean) loj Auown
dn 231 pnod YPam ‘wayy Sul
-jref Jo peajsul swajqord uonRIp
-PE M SISPUIJJO JUS[OIA-UOU
Joj judwijear) apiaoid 0 asuas
SIEUW 71 PIEs sef U "sueld
-o1d 1930 WOy JUSWEAIL} 03U
£auow FuUryIIMs JE j0O] PMod
uopEnsTuIpe a1 ‘auop si ued
3y} 20uU0 pres s[ERUIO Ing

PIl
-pn3s Suraq [1s st ued jonuod
-Snap a1} asnedaq ed Ul ‘s1ead
oM} Jx9U 31 J0j Jsanbai jafpnq
STy 0juj JUSWIEar) papuedxa Jo
L3uow ynd jou sey Jaydjaly
‘asnqy
20ULISqNS  Jo UOISIAL SIE)S
3} Jo Jojoaarp Sunode ‘easey
g udey] pres ‘ajess A jo suon
<035 UJI)SED pUR LIIISEallon
‘ureqyion AP ul Je) 0S PPy
sfureat Jo IWIY] JULYSISUOD
B U3aq sey juewiean) Snip o}

§SI00E 123j3q 10J Pasu A,

‘wa[qoad Fnup o) suasIOM

sqol jo oe| jeq) pue juaw
-90Ilojus FnIp [e20] saduUANY
-u1 aouanpye pue saptjod 3asTjeq
A3y jey) ‘seale aWOS Ul SISED
Frup ssadoad 0) MOJS AIB SEMOD
jeyy  paurejdwod  ajdoag
‘ua1p
o X3y Aq asn Bnap jJo suBis
aziugodar 03 suated Supeon

-pa pue jusurea) appaord dpy |

0} Asuow 308 sdnoid paseq-yreg

ams Jupew ‘papiroid aaey

siafedxe] Jey) sSnip uopduos
-a1d Suyypes ajdoad Jo wajqoad
1) 20Mpal 0} I9pI0 Ul ‘SJUIW

1g 38eq woy
SJUIPISAI
WIDUOD OSfe
sqof ou ‘spMod
Moyl momo.._

g4 NOLLOES

002 ‘L) ydosey

|Japea-p|esaH uojbuixe]

£8 '30¥04 %35

-Aed AYMIqesTp [R9p3) JO SuldIdal 159)

-finap o) wexdoid e dn Sumas papnjour
suoljsaFins ‘@0uejsuy 10§ ‘Aepiajsay

-wajqoad Fnip

s,21838 31 [im Surpeap loj suonsagsns
jo aues apim e apew aaey 2jdoag

aunf aye|

“A0B 0y pwnsBnupAymmm 0} uo 3o ‘uol
-eluojul [euolippe Ja8 o} Jo ueyd |oxuod
-Brup apimajess e uo suolsadBns Jayo of

G°M 243 U0

Ul SUOIJEPUIII0Ia] l2ydjafy oruryg
“AGD) A5 0] PaMpaYRs st pured 24,
“pres seq
20uag ‘Apuspge JaYago) ylom saoand
a1} |[E 24ms Iyew 0] s S0 AR Jo AUQ
*JURIIIEAI} PUE JUIWIIIOJUS ME] “UOR}
-eonpa pue UonURAaId 2sNqE-20URISqNS
ur asp1adxs giim STeLJo [Iapa) pue
ajeys ‘Tedo] Jayiefo) sfupq wajqoad
oy Sulipmys Pued JqUa-TG 3],
“wajqoid FnIp s37¢)s oY SUPPENE 10
ue(d aarsuay21dwod ® JJRIp 0} 30U
*d uaydayg 'a09 ¥] £q paj poge we jo
}ied se seapl pue s)uaWwWwod Jagied 0}
Ayomusy punote paMpaYds g1 Jo [PXIS

o sem prezey u Supeaw ayy
« JuaWgEr}
ou §3137) ‘A3U0W OU Wi\, UOSYoR[
Jo ‘uosdupusy] Uoreyg pres ,‘adoq

ou SI I3} JUSWE3] OU TIM,
*2]qISSe00E AIOW JuduIjear) Sunjem
ojm Aauow jnd jsnuw 3jejs ay os ‘pres
syuapisal ‘djoy 108 0] awoy WOy Jej
[oAeT} 03 — ploje LUED 10 — JUEON|
-1 are 3jdoaq "uoi3a1 A} Ul J[qeqrese

JUBUI)EAT} A1) SEMP SIJERp Snelawnu
pasned pue awiid dn USALID sey jeq)
asnqe Snup-uonduidsaid jo 2pi y

“Aepaaysa s[erdgIo 23838
PJ0} sjuspisal ‘swoy o0} Jasop suon
<do juaunea1} alow pasu ApNIuY wa
-Jse Ul Swajqold asnqe-a0ueIsqns s
saf[uaAn{ pue SIMPY — QUVZVH

NY3UNE JXOMININ TYHLNZD-HINOS

dajs3 g A9

H_QOEHNUH— 210U .HO.w []e3 sieay [sued

piezey ui sdo}s 3210} yse} w:._n

MIAVIT-ATVIIH NOIONIXAT | FOUEUDFZMM??»?_V | €00T 21 HOMVIN ‘AVASINGIA

NOIOTYALD

¢d — HLOA ONINOZ NI ATASINIH 4SN039 LNOM MOAVIA SHTTIVSYIA


jneal
Lexington Herald-Leader
March 17, 2004


EXPRESS STAFF REPORT

Pike, Martin and Letcher
countians  will have an
opportunity tomorrow (o

provide information and

voice their concerns about

substance abuse in their

communities. A
A forum, set from 1-5
p.m. tomorrow at the

Landmark Inn, is the fourth -

of 16 such meetings across

the state being held in asso-
ciation with Gov. Ernie

Fletcher’s Drug Control
Police Assessment Summit.
Lt. Gov. Steve Pence is head-
ing the assessment and will
attend tomorrow’s forum.
Experts in drug preven-
tion education, treatment
and enforcement will hear
from community members,
officials and others at the
meeting. = S

See SUMMIT, Page 3A

SUMMIT

~ (Continued From Front)

At the forums, attendees
who want to address a sub-
committee panel sign in to
speak to the panel of their
choice, either in the areas of
treatment, prevention-educa-
tion or enforcement.

That input, along with infor-
mation gathered from ques-
tionnaires available at the
meeting or online at

www.kydrugsummit.ky.gov,
will be used to make recom-
mendations to Fletcher on
establishing Kentucky’s first
statewide drug control policy.

Appalachian News-Express|

Pikeville’!

March 7, 2004
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The man for the job

Lt. Gov. Steve Pence made a wise choice when he named
Maysville Police Chief Van Ingram to a panel which will |
examine the state’s substance abuse issues. {

As president of the Kentucky Association of Chiefs of |
Police, Ingram is in a position of high profile throughout |
the state. As chief of the
Maysville Police Department,
he is among the most recog-
nizable law enforcement offi- |
cials in our area.

Ingram has demonstrated his |
willingness to work with citi- |
zéns to fight drug-related
crime in our area, most recent- |
ly by agreeing to increase
patrols on Maysville’s Fourth |
Street in response to concerns |
from residents. Now he will |
have the opportunity to take |
that cooperative spirit to the
state level. '~

With the increase in use

- across the commonwealth of
drugs such as methampheta-
mine and Oxycontin, the work
of the Drug-Control Assessment Team will be vital. By
first identifying the extent of the problem, the team will be
better equipped to offer suggestions on how to stem the use
of illegal drugs in the Bluegrass.

We congratulate Pence on his initiative in combating sub-
stance abuse and in his wisdom on selecting Ingram to
serve on the panel. Both moves, we are sure, will serve the
state well.

Chief Van Ingram


jneal
The Ledger Independent
Maysville
February 7, 2004
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Editorials

Drug panels
could have
huge impact

A new drug control pro-
gram spearheaded by Lt.
Gov. Steve Pence is well-
conceived and will address
a problem that is getting
out of hand in our state.

Under the program,
three panels will travel
through 16 cities in the
state over a 20-week peri-
od and learn about the
drug problems facing the
state, and will then imple-
ment plans on how to deal
with them.

The panels — dcalmg
with the issue of drug
treatment, enforcement
and prevention education,
consist of state, local and
federal representatives.

Kentucky’s drug situa-
tion has always been a
problem, but it has gotten
worse over the years, espe-

cially- in the area of
methamphetamine  and
Oxycontin.

In 2002, there were 300
meth labs seized — up from
147 the year before — and
more than 378,000 mari-
juana plants were
destroyed in 2002.

The summit was in
Bowling Green yesterday
talking to officials and cit-

Our view

izens about the drug prob—
lem in the area.

“The regional summit
provides a opportunity for
the public to make their
concerns known about the
problems being: faced in
their communities,” said
Cmdr. Capt. Wayne May-
field of Kentucky State
Police Post 3. “With the
limited resources given to
combat the drug problem,
it is extremely important to
know what the specific
problem is and where it’s
at before developing
strategies to overcome it.”

We need to do just that.

These programs offer
real hope in putting a dent
in the major drugs facing
our state.

Pence will report back to
Gov. Emie Fletcher when
the initiative is done and
they will decide what areas
need the most help and
implement ways to
address the problem.

We are hopeful that the
panels develop sound
feedback and through their
data turn the drug problem
around.

Bowling Green Daily News[|
April 2, 2004
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Drug fight

Pence right about treatment, but where’s the money?

As a former prosecutor, Lt. Gov. ble prioritization. Maybe corrections
Steve Pence is not one to shy from and Medicaid can be reworked to pay
sending to jail someone who needs to  for what's needed. But we suspect that

. be there. like other worthy causes struggling to
* That’s one reason that even the wring pennies from the state budget,
- toughest law-and-order types should this one, too, will come up short.

pay attention when Pence calls for Delaying the opening of a prison

. putting drug offenders into treatment  under construction in Elliott County is
instead of prison. Treatment is cheap-  an obvious source of modest savings.

. er and more effective. Diverting ad- The prison would bring jobs to a job-

' dicts from prison info recovery less county. But it’s not need-
would save taxpayers a fortune ed by a state prison system
over time. that's already running under

Only problem is there’s no inmate capacity. And there’s |
money to expand Kentucky’s no way to justify incarceration |
inadequate system of drug and as economic development, |
alcohol treatment. No money even if House Speaker Rocky .
to treat a disease that is eating Adkins is from Elliott County. '

, away at the soul of families and Pence, who serves as jus-
communities. Steve Pence, tice secretary in the Fletcher

Unlike 29 other states, Ken- Kentucky's  cabinet, has a promising out-

- tucky does not generally pay lieutenant gov- line for reducing the toll tak-
for substance abuse treatment  ernor and sec- en by illicit drugs.

through Medicaid. As a result, retary of the He's starting with a review .

Kentucky forfeits generous fed- state of the problem and resources, |

eral funding and falls far short “ Justice which should quickly revisit

of meeting treatment needs. Cabinet. is work by a commission creat- . -
For every $30 that Ken- leading stlate's ed by the 2000 legislature |

tucky spends on Medicaid, the that analyzed services for sub- |

feds send $70. That’s a great hg,:'t aa{g;;:s;fil stance abusers, the mentally =
deal, except that Medicaid is v ill and the large number who
braced for a half-billion-dollar ugs- fall into both groups.

shortfall next year even after Pence’s review won't be
kicking patients out of nursing ~ done in time for action by
homes and home health care. this legislature. That’s too

In an interview with The Courier- bad. In the end, he’ll see that achiev-
Journal of Louisville, Pence said, “I be- ing the huge benefits of expanded sub-

lieve that if we have to take money stance abuse treatment will require an
- from somewhere else and put it in investment of money on the front end.
- treatment, we'll have to do that.” And that’s money that Kentucky's de-

We wish him well with this sensi- crepit tax structure can’t produce.
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EDITORIALS

Cut dr;g—demand

Pence should seek funds for treatment

The war on drugs will never be
won by attacking supply lines. The on-
ly hope for victory is reducing de-
mand.

We’re reminded of this by a couple
of dispatches from the Kentucky front.

First is the report that the
painkiller methadone is fast replacing
OxyContin as the abuser’s prescription
drug of choice. Ironically, doctors be-
gan prescribing methadone, which al-
so is used to treat heroin addiction, as
an alternative to OxyContin.

That’s not to say that OxyContin
has lost its illicit appeal, as our second
example shows. The newly released
generic version of OxyContin showed
up on the black market in Eastern
- Kentucky before it reached pharma-
cies.

This sad pair of developments illus-
trates the fungibility of the illicit drug
supply. In a culture as awash in drugs
as ours, supply will always adjust to
demand.

So how do we combat demand?
How do we fight an enemy that's fu-
eled by physical and psychological ad-
diction?

Expanding treatment is the first
and obvious step, the one that every-
one acknowledges but that no one has
yet been willing to fund.

Kentucky is woefully short on drug
treatment options. Those seeking resi-
dential treatment can expect to go on
a long waiting list. Upon release, they
will have little to no access to follow-
up care,

Until politicians get as excited
about rehab and hiring drug coun-
selors as they are about enforcement
and hiring police officers, there won't
be any progress against Kentucky'’s
drug epidemic. Until politicians back
up their lip service to treatment with
some real money, we'll keep losing the
war on drugs.

We're hoping that the statewide
drug-control summit led by Lt. Gov.
Steve Pence is the prelude to that
long-overdue commitment to treat-
ment,

Meanwhile, we also can’t ignore
the conditions of social and economic
hopelessness in which so many poor
Kentuckians seek a state of drug-in-
duced oblivion.

Lexington Herald-Leader!
May 22, 2004 (!
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Columnist Webster’s attack
on drug fight unwarranted

At issue | March 14 column by Larry

Lexington [ Webster, “This mob unlikely to slay
Herald-Leader(]
March 29, 2004

E. Ky.'s drug monster”

By H.B. Elkins

In 1987, Pikeville lawyer: Lar-
ry Webster was a Republican can-
didate for lieutenant governor —
the same job, he wrote on March
14, that Steve Pence has always
wanted.

One of the cornerstones in
Webster’s platform was a propos-
al to require schools to accept
every girl who tried out for a
cheerleading squad, no matter
her size or ability.

He called his initiative “Save
the Heifers From Heartbreak” and
said it would be better for a
bunch of 200-pound “heifers,” as
he called them, to be bouncing up
and down on the sidelines rather
than to hurt their self-esteem by
rejecting them during tryouts.

With a campaign platform like
that in his past, it’s hard to take
Webster’s commentaries serious-
ly. He’s an excellent satirist, but
to be effective, satire must be
grounded in truth.

The Kentucky Statewide Drug
Control Assessment Summit,
which Webster ripped in the
March 14 column, is actually one
of the best initiatives ever in Ken-
tucky to get serious about our
state’s drug problems. For the
first time, federal, state and local
officials and representatives from
all three equally important as-
pects of drug prevention — law
enforcement, treatment and edu-
cation — gathered to take sug-
gestions and formulate policy. -

The summit team is hearing
from Kentuckians all over the
state. These high-ranking officials

will recommend changes in state -

policy, with an eye toward a leg-
islative package for Gov. Ernie
Fletcher to propose during next
year’s General Assembly session.
By so casually dismissing the
work of the summit and other pro-
grams that seek to bring an end to
this public health crisis in Ken-
tucky, Webster thumbs his nose at
the hundreds of dedicated individ-
uals determined to loosen the grip

drug abuse has on the state.

From methamphetamines in
the west to cocaine, crack and club
drugs in the urban areas, to pre-
scription drugs in the east and
marijuana across the state, we
have a serious problem. It’s threat-
ening the collective health, educa-
tion and economy of Kentucky.

Webster’s criticism of the
D.A.R.E. program is a backhand-
ed way of saying that marijuana
is harmless. This is simply not
true. Does Webster know,_for in-
stance, that 62 percent of all ad-
missions of youth ages 12 to 17
to substance-abuse treatment are
for marijuana dependence?

D.A.R.E. instructors have

. done an excellent job of educat-

ing youth about the dangers of
substance abuse, including mari-
juana, paving the way in many
communities for more compre-
hensive education programs.

The establishment of drug
courts will go a long way toward
getting treatment for addicts, but
the sale of drugs is still a prof-
itable enterprise for those who are
addicted to the money they make.

Punishment for trafficking is
so light that many drug dealers
consider the occasional fine as
just another cost of doing busi-
ness, the same way many broad-
casters regard the Federal Com-
munications Commission’s small
fines for obscenity or indecency.

The FCC is in the process of
increasing punishments to mean-
ingful levels to make them a de-
terrent. It's time our legal system
served as a true deterrent to

drug pushers.
Substantial fines, significant

lllegal dealing
in and use of
pain pills is a
serious prob-
lem in Eastern
Kentucky.

DAVID STEPHENSON
2003 STAFF
FILE PHOTO

" asset forfeitures and lengthy

prison sentences for money-hun-.
gry traffickers are needed. At the
same time, treatment must be
provided to those who sell to fi-
nance their own addictions.

Kentucky is fortunate that
such a comprehensive effort is
under way. Many programs are
doing great work in the never-
ending battle against drugs.

The UNITE initiative, champi-
oned by U.S. Rep. Hal Rogers, is
very much welcome in our re-
gion. UNITE is putting more offi-
cers on the street, bringing in ad-
ditional prosecutors, building
community coalitions, providing
educational opportunities and en-
hancirig treatment options.

The Kentucky Agency for Sub-
stance Abuse Policy and its local
boards help give local profession-
als a voice in crafting community
policies. The Drug-Free Commu-
nities Support Program helps
fund community coalitions and
their education and prevention
programs. Countless other pro-
grams are making real progress
in this never-ending battle.

The real heartbreak in Ken-
tucky is not caused by “heifers”
not making cheerleading squads,

- but by the drug monster that’s

claiming lives, ripping apart fami-
lies and destroying futures. We
need all the help we can get in
this crusade, and Webster’s criti-
cism serves only to give aid and
comfort to the enemy.

H.B. Elkins is executive director of the
People Encouraging People Coalition,
a community anti-drug coalition for
Beattyville and Lee County. =
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Balanced

approach

- Forums will discuss all aspects
of the drug problem in Kentucky

ne of the more positive as- -

pects of -the forums being

conducted across the state

by Gov. Ernie Fletcher’s
Drug Control Policy Summit Initia-
tive is that they are not limited to
just the law enforcement aspect of.
the state’s drug problem. Given'
equal billing are treatment, preven-
tion and education programs.

That’s an encouraging change
from past administrations whose ap-
proach to attacking the state’s drug
problem has focused on investing
‘more money in law enforcement and
throwing more drug offenders into
prison, often for rather minor of-
fenses involving use instead of traf-
ficking. Meanwhile, prevention and
treatment programs have taken a
back seat.

The third of 16 planned forums
will be from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Thurs-
day, March 4, at the Ashland Plaza
Hotel. There will be panels on treat-
ment, on prevention and education,
and on enforcement. Those attend-
ing the forum will be able to address
one or more of the panels made up of
experts in their respective fields.

The Drug Control Policy Summit
Initiative, which is made up of se-
lected state, local and federal offi-
cials who work closely with those af-
fected by drug use, has been charged
with conducting a comprehensive
evaluation of substance abuse in
Kentucky. Information from the fo-
rums will be recorded and then the

panels will offer recommendations
to the governor on establishing Ken-
tucky’s first statewide drug-control
policy.

Fletcher said the policy will be de-
sighed to “produce greater, measur-
able results in reducing illegal drug
trafficking and abuse, eliminate du-
plication and gaps in services and |
ensure that the state makes the best !
use of its monetary resources.”

That’s a worthy goal. The current
practice of locking up drug offenders
has proven to be expensive and to
have little impact on the amount of
illegal drugs. Indeed, the drug prob-
lem in the rural counties of Eastern,
Kentucky has gotten worse in recent
years, particularly with the in-|
creased abuse of prescription drugs
like OxyContin and a growing num-
ber of crude methamphetamine
labs. Thaf’s why we are encouraged
with plans by Lt. Gov. Steve Pence —
who doubles as secretary of the Jus-
tice Cabinet — to put more emphasis
on the treatment of drug users and
less emphasis on their incarceration.

The work being done by the Drug
Control Policy Summit Initiative has
the promise of resulting in a more ef-
fective drug-control program in Ken-
tucky. Area residents who have opin-
ions about the state’s current ap-
proach to the drug problem — either
as a professional or on a more per-
sonal level — should attend next
week’s forum.
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